
 
APS Summer 2020 Reading Assignment 

for all incoming 6th-8th graders 

 

All incoming APS middle schoolers may select  one of the 2020-2021 Sunshine State Young Reader Award 

(SSYRA) books to read this summer.  The students can purchase the book (Writer’s Block Bookstore in Winter 

Park will have them in stock for in-store or curbside pickup) or they can check it out from a public library.            

The list of books with descriptions can be found at: https://tinyurl.com/ssyra2021 

 

After reading, the students should pick any one of the following assignments to complete.  Students (or parents) 

can send them digitally via email to vanessa.gray@ocps.net (incoming 6th or 7th graders) or 

joelle.hansen@ocps.net (incoming 8th graders) or bring them on paper the first week of school.  If sending the 

assignments digitally, please include the student’s first and last name & grade level in the subject of the email. 

 

1. A pamphlet: Think of an issue that was very important to your character. Then create a pamphlet 

aimed at persuading others of the importance of the issue. Include factual information, testimonials, 

pictures or graphics, etc. For instance, Charlotte from The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle might 

want to create a pamphlet explaining the reasons women should have more life choices. 

 

2. Create a character’s room: We learn a lot about people by what they keep in their closets, what they 

have on their walls, what they select to put in a room. Select a character you know well and create a 

living room, bedroom, kitchen, or some other room that would mean a lot to the character. Draw it 

and write about it, making sure to include an explanation of why you designed the room as you did. 

 

3. Word collage: Write the title of the book in the center of a sheet of paper. Then look through 

magazines for words, phrases, and sentences that illustrate or tell something about your book. As you 

look, think in terms of the theme, setting, plot line, as well as characters. Work to get fifty such 

words, phrases, or sentences so the whole sheet of paper will be covered. The visual impact of the 

collage should tell a potential reader a lot about the book. 

 

4. Cartoon squares: Create a series of six drawings in six squares that shows a significant event in the 

novel. Under each picture or cartoon, write a few sentences of explanation. You may use 

storyboardthat.com to complete digitally or you may complete on paper. 

 

5. Music: Figure out how you would divide up the book into 3-5 sections. Then select a song that you 

think captures the feel or tone of each section. Create a video with the songs and do voice-overs  

explaining what is happening in the novel during the piece of music and why you felt this piece of 

music fit the section of the novel.  You may also type up the explanations instead of voice-overs. 

 

6. Poetry: Write three poems in response to the novel. The poems can be about the characters, where 

the book took place, or the themes in the book. 
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